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practised here, and there is a story of the splendid
indignation of Sankaracharya, who hurled the stone
of sacrifice upside down into the river, and left to
the sight of future generations only its bottom. If
this was so, Sankaracharya would appear not only
as the enemy of Tantrikism, but also as the reformer
of Mother-worship, in this matter. The rock is some
miles out of the present town, and stands near a
great deodar cedar on the opposite bank.

From Srinagar, we went eight miles, and stayed
at a dak bungalow called CHHANTIKHAL. The dharm-
sala here is only six and a half miles from Srinagar,
and is called BATTISERA, It is very unsheltered, in a
ravine, and there is little water. There is no other
dharmsala for about four miles, but this march is
through beautiful forest, and two and a half miles
are descent. At Chhantikhal we were for the first
time amongst the pines. How wonderful it is to lie
awake at night and listen, and darkness, to the sound
in their branches, like the song of the sea, ^Para-
brahman ! Parabrahman!' * There is no undergrowth
in a pine-forest, and every evil or unclean thing is
spontaneously banished.  Insects flee from their
strong hot fragrance, and even flies cease to be
troublesome. How grand is India, possessing within
her boundaries every kind of beauty ? She could not
but be the home of a vast and complex civilisation.

RUDRAPRAYAGA, eleven miles beyond Chhantikhal,
is the last halting-place on the common road to
Kedara and Badri. It is magnificent. Immense crags